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Cockermouth  Rural  District  Council. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Cockermouthi  Eural  District  Council. 

Ladies  and  Gentleman, 

I have  i>leasur^  in  presenting  my  Annual  Report  for 
1949,  -whacih  has  been  drawn  up  in  accordance  with  Circular 
1961  of  the  Ministry  of  Health,  dated  16th  Febmary,  1940 
and  the  Registrar  General’s  Memorandum  SD/54  received 
June,  1950. 

My  thanks  are  again  due  to  those  Observers  of  Rainfall 
in  the  district,  shown  on  page  5,  for  their  courtesy  in 
supplying  the  records. 

I am. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  A.  MASON, 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


GENERAL  STATISTICS. 


Areia  (acres),  161,312  (iaclasivie  of  area  covered  by  watea’). 

Registrar  General’s  estimate  of  resident  popuJiation  (mid  1949) 

(see  Page  6)  19,540. 

I 

Number  of  inha.bited  houses  (end  of  1949)  aceordamg  to 

Rate  Book  5,552 

Rateable  Value  £97,865 


Product  of  a Penny  Rate,  £379. 


EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  OF  THE  YEAR. 


Total 

M. 

F. 

Live  1 Legitimate  322 

175 

147 

Biidh  Rate  (R.G.) 

Births  1 Illegitimate  15 

9 

6 

17.2 

Still  Births 

9 

5 

4 

Rate  per  1,000 

Total 

(live  and  still)  births  26.01 

Total 

M. 

F. 

Deaths 

239 

120 

119 

Crude  Death  Rale 

(R.G.)  12.2  per  1,000  of  estimated  resident  population. 


Maternal  Mortality : — 


Deaths  from  puerperal  causes  (ohildbirth) : — 

Rate  per  1,000  total 
Deaths,  (live  & still)  births. 


Puerperal  Sepsis  0 Nil 

Other  Maternal  Causes  o Nil 

Total  o Nil 

Infantile  Mortality : — 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 year  of  age  3 


Death  Rate  of  Infiants  imder  1 year  of  age: — 


All  Infants  per  1,000  live  .births  (approximiately)  9 
Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  6 


Illegitimate  ,,  Illegitimate  ,,  66 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  0 

Deaths  from  Whooioing  Cough  (all  ages)  1 

Deaths  from  Diairrhoea  (under  2 years  of  age)  0 

Deaths  from  Cancer  29 
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Table  ibowtng:  RAINFALL  in  inchea,  in  1949,  oompilod 
from  obBervers  in  yarious  parts  of  the  district. 


ObiarraMon 

Dt«n  Bebool 

At  Oroithwaite 
Keewick. 
about  440  yard! 
from  the 
Oookennonth 
Boral  Diitriet 
boaodarj 

Dale  Head 
HaU. 

'nilrlmere 

Blackwood, 

Bralthwalte, 

South  Lodge, 
Oookermouth, 
withia  i mile 
of  Bural  Dictrict 
boundary 

ObMfTM- 

H.  Irwin, 

■aq. 

T.  WlUon. 

Alan  Atkkiaon 
Eeq.,  Knrinter 
to  Manohaater 
Oorporatioa 

Water  Worka 

0.  Barnes 
Eeq. 

J,  Armstrong 
Esq. 

DUmtter  of 
R«in  Oiure 
runnel 

6 Inohei 

1 in. 

6 in. 

8 in. 

6 in. 

Height  of 

react  kboTt 

fTound 

11  in. 

1 ft. 

1 ft. 

1 ft. 

1 ft. 

Htirbk  of 
reur*  eboTc 
It*  lartl 

Mi  f(. 

M4  <i. 

110  ft. 

400  ft. 

243  ft. 

‘949. 

ini. 

ini. 

ins. 

ins. 

ins. 

Janurry 

4-26 

4.42 

6.60 

5-7‘ 

3“ 

February 

3.08 

S.12 

8.30 

6.85 

3 >3 

March 

2.25 

1.28 

2.94 

2.28 

1.76 

April 

5- >3 

7.17 

‘0-95 

9-54 

5.37 

May 

338 

2 84 

4.3‘ 

3-78 

2.47 

June 

1.04 

.84 

1.64 

1.19 

•73 

July 

3‘* 

1.91 

2.58 

2.27 

2.71 

August 

3 32 

3’ '5 

4.78 

3-f6 

3-52 

September 

1 .90 

2.07 

3-57 

2.79 

'•94 

October 

6.14 

8 87 

1 1.74 

10.61 

5-75 

November 

6 25 

10.  10 

1 5.1 1 

11.42 

6. 00 

December 

7.81 

1 0 66 

1 6.5 1 

14. 14 

8.28 

Totals 

46.68 

58.43 

89.03 

74.24 

44.87 

Average 

1 48. 00 

60.65 

90.12 

7r.2  I 

prey.  5 yri 

/ 

(Av.  47  yrs 

(Av.  72  yrs 

1944-48  (incl) 

57.22  ) 

82.38) 

Cockermouth  Rural  District  Council. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH. 
For  the  year  1949. 


The  area  of  the  district  in  statute  acres  is  161,312  (approxi- 
mately 4,700  of  which  are  covered  by  inland  water). 

POPULATION. 

Fot  1949  the  figure  given  for  the  resident  population  of  the 
district  by  the  Registrar  General  is  19,540,  on  whieh  tbe  birth  and 
death  rates  and  the  incidence  of  notifiable  diseases  are  based. 

N.B. — Figures  relating  to  non-chilians  are  excluded. 

(The  figure  fo-r  1948  was  19,530). 


Vital  Statistics. 

BIRTHS. 

Live  Births. — The  total  number  of  live  bii'ths  registered  in  and 

belonging  to  the  district  in  1949  was  337  (184  males  and  153 
females).  Of  these  15  (9  males  and  G females)  were  illegitimate. 
The  net  Live  birth  rate  is  accordingly  17.2  per  1,000  of  the  popula- 
tion, as  compared  with  19.01  for  the  previous  year. 
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Canipavisons  maj’  he  given  as  follows  ; — 

Birtlh  Babes,  1949 — Cumbenland  18.5 

RutaI  Districts  of  Cumberland  18.3 

Urban  Districts  of  CumJberland  18.8 

England  and  Wales  167 

Cockermouth  Rural  District  17.3 


The  percenbage  of  illegitimate  live  births  was  approximately 
4.4  compared  with  6.1  dn  1948. 

Still  Births — 9 still  births  (2  being  illegitimate)  were  also  regis- 
tered, giving  'a  still  birth  rate  of  0.46  per  1,000  of  the  popnlation 
as  compared  with  12  still  liirths  with  a rate  of  0.61  for  1948.  (Tne 
rate  for  all  England  and  Wales  was  0.39). 

The  still  birth  rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births  was 
26.01  as  compared  with  31.2  for  1948. 

DEATHS. 

The  number  of  deaths  vcivilian,  only,)  registered  as  belonging 
to  the  distiuct  w^as  239  (120  males  and  119  femiales)  i.e.,  after  cor- 
recting for  non-residents  dying  within  the  district  and  for  those 
persons  whose  usual  residence  was  within  the  district  d^dng  outside 
the  district.  This  gives  a crude  death  rate  of  12.2  per  1,000  of  the 
popuilation  compared  with  9.8  for  the  prevdovis  year. 

The  supplyirug  of  an  adjusting  factor  to  each  local  authority 
by  the  Registrar  General  has  been  resumed  after  nine  years,  so 
that  the  Crude  Death  Rate  can  again  be  adjusted  in  so  far  as  sex 
and  age  groups  of  the  population  are  concerned,  miaking  the  nate 
comparable  from  a anortality  ooint  of  view  with  the  crude  death 
rate  of  the  Country  as  a whole  or  with  the  mortality  of  any  other 
local  area  .similarly  modified.  The  adjusting  factor,  or  Areal  Coni- 
f>arability  Factor,  was  0.97.  The  adjusted  death  rate  for  Cocker- 
mouth  Rural  District  was,  therefore,  11.8. 

Comparisons  of  crude  death  rates  are  shewn  below : — 


• 

Crude 

Adjusted 

Peath  R.^ites,  1949 — Cumberland 

12. g 

Rural  Diitricta  or  Cumberland 

124 

UrDan  Districts  of  Cumberland 

13.4 

England  and  Wales 

II. 7 

Cockermouth  Rural  District 

12.2 

II. 8 

( For  onuses  of  death  during  the  year  see  table  on  page  8.) 


INFANTILE  MORTALITY. 

There  were  only  3 deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age — 
w’hhh  is  surely  a record  for  Cockermouth  Rural  District — 'givin 
an  Infantile  Mortality  Rate  of,  apnroxiinatcly,  9 per  1,000  birth 
as  compared  with  .'30  for  the  preceding  year. 


05  K 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH  1949. 
Causes  of  Death 

All  Causes 

Males 

120 

Females 

119 

1. 

Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid  Fever 

0 

0 

2. 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever 

0 

0 

3. 

Scarlet  Fever 

0 

0 

4. 

Whooping  Cough 

0 

1 

5. 

Diphtheria 

0 

0 

6 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System 

7 

5 

7. 

Other  Forms  of  Tuberculosis 

1 

2 

8 

Syphilitic  diseases  

1 

0 

9. 

Influenza 

1 

2 

1(1. 

Measles 

0 

0 

11. 

Ac:  Polio-myelitis  and  Polio- encephalitis 

0 

0 

12. 

Ac  : inf  . encephalitis 

0 

0 

13. 

Cancer  of  b ; cav  : and  oesoph  ; tM.)  Uterus  (F.) 

0 

2 

14. 

stomach  and  duodenum 

8 

0 

15. 

„ breast 

0 

2 

16. 

„ all  other  sites 

6 

11 

17. 

Diabetes 

0 

1 

13. 

Intra-cran  : vase  : lesions 

8 

23 

19. 

Heart  Dis  : 

51 

43 

20. 

Other  Dis  : of  circulatory  system 

5 

2 

21. 

Bronchitis 

3 

3 

22. 

Pneumonia  (all  forms') 

2 

2 

23. 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases 

4 

0 

24. 

Ulcer  of  stomach  or  duodenum 

1 

0 

25. 

Diarrhoea  under  2 years 

0 

0 

26. 

Appendicitis 

1 

0 

27 

Other  Digestive  Diseases 

1 

2 

2b 

Nephritis 

2 

4 

23. 

Puerperal  and  post-abort:  sepsis 

0 

0 

30. 

Other  Maternal  Causes 

0 

0 

31. 

Premature  Birth 

0 

0 

32. 

Congen  : malform : birth  inj  : infant  disf: 

1 

0 

33. 

Suicide 

2 

0 

34. 

Road  Traffic  acc  : 

2 

0 

35. 

Other  Violent  Causes  c 

3 

2 

36. 

All  other  Causes 

10 

12 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 year  of  age — Total 

3 

0 

Legitimate 

2 

0 

Illegitimate  . . 

1 

0 

M 

F 

1 Total 

• 184 

153 

LIVE  BIRTHS  1 Legitimate 

175 

147 

J Illegitimate 

9 

6 

"1  Total 

5 

4 

STILL  BIRTHS  V Legitimate 

4 

3 

J Illegitimate 

1 

1 

POPULATION  (for  Births  and  Deaths),  1949 — R.G. — (see  p.  6)  19,540 
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INFANT  MORTALITY  DURING  THE  YEAR,  1949 

Net  Deaths  from  stated  Causes  at  vaniouis  Ages 
undei’  1 Year  of  Age. 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH 

Under  1 Week  | 

1-2  Weeks  | 

2-3  Weeks  | 

3-4  Weeks  | 

Total  imder 

4 weeks 

1-3  months  | 

3-6  months  | 

6-9  months  | 

9-12  months  | 

Total 

Deaths 

under 

One 

Year 

Acute  Bronchitis  with 

Convulsions 

1 

1 

Cerebral  injury  and  Prematurity 
(Placenta  Praevia) 

1 

1 

1 

Bronchopneumonia 

1 

1 

All  Causes  (certified) 

1 

1 

1 

1 

3 RG 

The  death  in  the  first  column  above  occurred  fifteen  hours  after  birth. 
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Coinparibons  may  be  given  as  follows : — 


Inf.ntile  Mortality  Kates,  1949 — 

Oumberland  ...  ...  34 

Rural  Districts  of  Cumberland  ...  28 

Urban  Districts  of  Cumberland  ...  42 

England  and  Wales  ...  32 

Cockermouth  Rural  District  ...  9 


One  death  occurred  among  illegititnate  infants  so  that  Ih^ 
Illegitunate  infantdle  Mortality  Rate  was  approxdimateJy  67  per 
1,000  illcgitiinate  births,  as  compared  with  2 deatlis  and  a Legiti- 
mate Infantile  Mortality  Rate  of  approximately  6 per  1,000 
legitimate  births.  These  rates  were  respectively  43  and  29  for  the 
previous  year. 

(For  Infant  Mortality  Table  see  page  9). 

SENILE  DEATH  RATE. 

158  persons  (.74  males  and  84  females)  had  attained  the  age 
of  65  or  upwards.  This  number  represents  a Senile  death  rate 
of  66. 1 per  cent  of  the  total  deaths  as  compared  with  a percentage 
of  59.5  for  1948. 


33 

(15  m 

i8f) 

persona 

died  between  the  ages  of 

65  and  70  years 

45 

(29  m 

i6f) 

•t 

t«  M 

70  and  75 

28 

(13  m 

‘50 

1 1 

fl  l« 

75  and  80 

27 

(10  m 

■ 70 

It  It 

80  and  85 

20 

( 5 m 

■50 

It 

)l  tt 

85  and  90 

5 

( 2 m 

3O 

1 1 

It  It 

90  and  95 

INQUESTS,  UNCERTIFIED  DEATHS  AND  VIOLENCE. 

In  respect  of  deaths  belonging  to  the  district  during  the  year, 
tiiore  were  10  inquests  (5  of  which  were  held  outside  the  district). 
Five  Coroner’s  Certificates  were  received  of  cases  where  post 
mortean  exaininations  had  been  made  hut  no  inquest  held, 
i'en  deaths  were  uncertified  (1948 — 8). 

Violence. — The  death  rate  due  to  Violence  (all  forms)  was  0.46 
per  1000  of  the  population  in  the  Cockermouth  Rural  District. 
Below  will  be  seen  the  number  of  deaths  from  Suicide,  Road  Traffic 
Accidents,  Other  Violence  and  the  Total  Violence  deaths,  together 
with  blie  percentages  of  the  total  deaths  from  all  causes,  and  the 
death  rates  of  each  per  1,000  of  the  poiaulation  in  camparison  with 
1948 


Other  Violence 


Road  Traffic 

excl  ‘e 

Road 

Total 

Suicide 

Accidents 

Traffic  .^oc. 

Violence 

1948 

1949 

1948 

1949 

1948 

1949 

1948 

Deaths 

2 

0 

3 

4 

5 

8 

9 

12 

% of  all  causes 

•83 

nil 

•83 

2.07 

2 09 

4.14 

3-76 

6.21 

1)  R.  pr  1000 
population 

. 102 

nil 

.102 

.204 

•255 

.409 

.460 

.614 

The  deaths  from  Vdoience  in  1949  include  : 1 accidental  fall ; 2 
road  accidents  ; 1 accidental  suffocation  (hotel  fire);  1 asphyxia 
(strangulation);  1 hanging  (suicide);  2 drowning  (1  suicide,  1 mis- 
adventure) and  1 otheir. 
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CANCER. 

Oancei’  proved  fatial  in  29  cases,  as  follows : — 


System 

Primary  Organ 

Males 

Female! 

Alimentary 

Stomach 

9 

I 

Bowel 

0 

2 

Pharynx 

I 

I 

Glandular 

Breast 

2 

Prostate 

2 

Pancreas 

I 

Ovary 

2 

Excretory 

Bladder 

I 

Reproductive 

Uterus 

a 

Other 

Gall-Bladder 

I 

Peritoneum 

I 

Antrum 

I 

Intrathoracic  Lympho-Sarcoma 

I 

Sarcoma  left  thigh 

I 

I o(  the  death!  (m)  occurred  among  penona  between  40  and  50  years  of  age 
5 ..  (3™  *0  I.  ..  50  and  60  ,, 

12  „ (Sm  7O  „ „ 60  and  70  „ 

10  „ (4m  60  (I  II  70  *nd  80  ,, 

I „ (m)  ,,  at  81  years 

The  29  deaths  correspond  to  a death  rate  of  1.48  per  1,000  of 
the  population  as  compared  with  30  ideaths  and  a death  rate  of  1.53 
in  1948.  Approximately  out  of  every  8 deaths  of  persons  in  this 
district  one  was  due  to  cancer  (1948 — 1 in  6). 


TUBERCULOSIS. 

^ide  alsio  page  26. 


There  were  15  deaths  due  to  Tuberculosis : — 


Respiratory  Sy&tem 

Males 

7 

Females 

5 

Total 
12  ' 

Other  Forms 

1 

2 

3 

All  casHS 

8 

7 

15 

Twelve  of  the  deiaths  wen’e 

of  previously 

notified 

cases  in 

(■.istiact. 

The  total  gives  a tuberculosis  (all  forms)  death  rate  of  .76  per 
1,000  of  the  population,  as  compared  with  .46  for  1948. 

The  death  rate  from  Pulmonazy  Tuberculosis  was  .61  per  1,000 
of  the  population,  as  compared  with  the  previous  year’s  figure 
of  .40. 
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General  Provision  of  Health  Services 

In  the  Area. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  STAFF. 

1.  Part-time  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

2.  Two  full-time  Sanitary  Inspectors  : — 

(i.)  Senior  S.I. — Mr.  George  Nelson,  who  holds  the 
Sanitary  Inspector’s  Certificate  of  the  Royal  Sanitary 
Institute,  and  also  a special  Certificate  of  the 
London  City  Guilds  for  Sanitation  and  Plumbing, 
(ii)  Additional  S.I. — Mr.  Reginald  Mather,  w'ho  holds  the 
Certificate  of  the  Royal  Sanitary  Institute  and  the  Sanitary 
Inspector’s  Examination  Joint  Board. 

J Mr  Denys  ilinde  clerk  and  assistant.  The  dfpartment 
also  had  the  use  of  a temporary  clerk. 

The  work  of  the  ‘Council’s  Engineering  Staff  (Sanitary  and 
Water)  under  Mr  A.  E.  Simpson,  A.M.I.C.E.,  is  to  some  extent 
connected  with  this  department. 


AMBULANCE  FACILITIES. 

In  accordance  with  tlie  National  Health  Service  Act,  1946,  the 
County  Council  is  the  Authority  responsible  for  this  important 
public  service  (.taking  over  in  1948).  Under  ^ their  comprehensive 
Ainbul'ance  Scheme  for  Cumiberland  adequate  provision  has  been 
jnade  for  this  district. 


Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  District. 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

Generally  speaking,  with  few  exceptions,  this  district  is  well 
covered  with  public  and  private  water  mains. 

The  population  supplied  from  public  mains  direct  to  houses  is 
estimated  as  16,010,  and  houses  supplied  approximately  4,786. 

There  are  no  properties  in  this  district  which  are  supplied  by  stand- 
pipes provided  by  the  local  authority  (Section  128,  P.H.iA.,  1936-. 

The  estimated  number  of  dwelling  houses  and  population 
supplied  from  public  water  mains  direct  to  houses  for  each  Parish 
is  shown  in  the  following  table. 
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Parish  Hous'es  Population.  Parish  Houses  Population. 


Above  Derwent 

317 

890 

Crosscanonby 

255 

872 

Allerby  etc. 

172 

650 

Dearham 

573 

1995 

Bassenthwaite 

79 

243 

Dean 

217 

737 

Bewaldeth 

5 

19 

Embleton 

62 

242 

Blindcrake 

75 

269 

Gilcrux 

98 

379 

Bethel  etc. 

90 

333 

Greysouthen 

131 

470 

Bridekirk 

118 

424 

Lorton 

62 

178 

Broughton 

359 

1198 

Loweswater 

— 

— 

Broughton  Moor 

233 

895 

Papcastle 

91 

263 

Blindbothel 

2 

8 

Plumbland 

154 

526 

Borrowdale 

36 

168 

Seaton 

758 

200/ 

Brighami 

205 

782 

Saint  John’s  etc. 

1 

4 

Buttermere 

— 

— 

Setmurthy 

28 

113 

Camerton 

61 

221 

Underskiddaw 

34 

102 

Clifton,  Great 

362 

1246 

Winscales 

59 

186 

Clifton,  Little 

138 

492 

Wythop 

11 

48 

TOTALS 

4,786 

16,010 

Five  samples  of  water  were  taJcen  for  analysis  and  the  results 
are  given  as  follows  : 

1.  (12-1-49)  Hause  Chyll  Supply. 

Taken  direct  from  main  at  Moota  Camp.  The  chemical  and 
bacteiuoloigical  results  were  both  satisfactory. 

2.  (12-1-49)  Hause  GhylJ  Supply. 

Taken  from  Highgate  Farm,  Bewaldeth.  The  dhemical 
figures  showed  some  poillution,  but  the  bactaiiologioal  exam- 
ination was  satisfactory,  showing  that  the  sedimentation  and 
filtration  have  rendered  the  water  safe  for  drinking  purposes. 

3.  (1-3-49)  High  Barkbeth,  Bassenthwaite. 

Sample  taken  at  proposed  intake  of  private  supply.  A 
sample  in  the  previous  year  showed  slight  contamination, 
but  following  fencing  off  the  intake,  this  sample  showed  the 
water  to  be  bacteriologicall.y  satisfactory. 

4.  (20-4-49)  Hartley  Beck,  (xatesgarth,  Buttermere. 

Sample  taken  at  source  of  private  supply  for  Lower  Giates- 
garth.  The  result  showed  it  to  be  a satisfactory  wate’', 
having  no  chemical  evidence  of  pollution. 

5.  (S-8-49)  Williams  Ghyll,  Naddle. 

Taken  at  proposed  source  of  small  public  supply  scheme. 
The  sample  showed  the  water  to  be  chemically  satisfactory. 
Tn  lO.'SO  this  proposed  scheme  was  deferred  for  the  time  being 
by  the  Ministry  of  Tfcaitih  on  financial  grounds. 
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Eenewal  of  water  mains  during  year : 

^ 46  liin.  yds.  of  2 in.  main  reliaid  between  Pumping  Station, 

Great  Broughton  and  Rose  Farm,  Little  Broughton. 

33  lin.  yds.  of  2 in.  main  relaid  near  Derwent  Avenue,  Seaton. 
Extensions  of  water  mains  during  the  year : 

232  lin.  yds.  of  4 in.  Everite  main  and  40  lin.  yds.’  of  2 in. 
Everite  onadn  on  N.E.H.A.  Estate,  Ghyllbank,  Broughton. 

200  lin.  yds.  of  3 in.  Everite  main  and  33  lin.  yds.  of  2 in. 
Everite  main  on  N.E.H.A.  Estate,  Stoncycroft,  Great  Clifton. 

256  lin.  yds.  of  3 in.  Evenle  main  on  N.E.H.A.  Estate,  Brigham 
Hill. 

The  Tallantire  Hill  Besea-voir  (capacity  100,000  gallons)  was 
completed  during  the  jmar. 

The  following  schemes  were  in  progress  during  1949 : — 

Holm  Bec-k  Water  Scheme. 

Borrowdale  Wate.r  Supply  Scheme  (Rosthwaite  Area). 

2 in.  main  extension  to  Isel  School. 


DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE. 

New  Schemes  cojnpleted  during  the  year : 

Embleton  (Public  Sewer  and  Outfall  Works) 

Greengill  (Public  Sewer  and  Outfall  Works) 

Wardhall  (Public  Sewer  and  Outfall  Works) 

Great  Clifton  (new  Sew<agc  works  only). 

The  Public  Sewer  and  Outfall  works  for  Grange  in  Borrowdale 
wias  in  progress  daring  the  year. 

Sewer  Extensions  carried  out:  Nil. 

Dui'ing  the  year  the  Council  again  had  under  consideration 
the  question  of  public  sewers  and  outfall  works  for  the  villages  of 
Thornthwaite  and  Branthwadte. 

From  a sanitary  and  public  health  point  of  view  there  is  an 
urgent  need  for  such  facilities  in  these  areas. 

The  difficulty  regarding  Thornthwaite  has  always  been  the 
scattered  nature  of  the  area  while  at  Biianthwaite  the  contours 
and  levels  wall  necessitate  a pumping  scheme.  Also  until  the 
new  Home  Beck  water  scheme  is  earned  through  the  water  supply 
at  Branthwaite  is  inadequate  for  water  carriage  sanitation. 

However,  the  Council  has  instructed  the  Engineer  to  prepare 
plans  for  a suitable  scheme  in  each  case  and  I wish  to  commend 
the  Council’s  efforts  to  meet  these  two  cases  where  the  abolition 
of  primitive  sanitation  and  objectionable  cesspools  is  urgently 
necessary. 
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SANITARY  ARRANGEMENTS. 


Whea-e  public  sewers  have  been  provided,  the  drainage  of  91 
houses  was  connected,  and  77  closets  convea-ted  to  the  water 
carriage  system. 

In  the  sewered  portions  of  the  district  tlie  outstanding  nuni- 
ber  of  houses  still  on  the  conse:^ancy  system  (including  occupied 
condemned  houses)  is  comparatively  small.  By  persistent  efforts; 
over  several  years,  the  number  of  outstanding  oases  has  been 
gradually  reduced.  The  chief  difficulties  encountered  have  been 
high  costs  and  the  shortage  of  building  labour  and  materials. 
Efforts  are  being  maintained  in  dealing  with  those  cases  still  out- 
standing. 

REMOVAL  AND  DISPOSAL  OP  HOUSE  REFUSE. 

As  will  be  seen  from  the  table  below,  the  totiaj  cost  of  the  ser  ■ 
vice  for  the  year  was  £3,157  2s  lOd  and  covered  approximately 
5,123  houses.  This  gives  a figure  of  approximately  12s  4d  per 
house  per  annum  or  3d  per  week. 

The  following  Parishes  or  Parts  are  covered  by  the  Council’s 
vehicle  with  direct  labour : — Dean  (including  Ullock,  Branthwaite, 
Pardshaw,  Deanscales  and  Eaglesfield),  Bridekirk  (including 
Dovenby  and  Tallantire),  Papcastle,  Seaton,  Broughton  Moor, 
Buttermere,  Loweswater  (including  Mockerkin),  Blindbothel 
(including  Rogerscale  and  Mosser),  Bassenthwaite  (including 
Castle  Inn  and  Chapel  Area),  Sunderland  and  Isel,  Greysouthen 
and  Lorton. 

The  remaining  parts  of  the  district  where  collection  is  made  arc 
covered  by  contractors : 


Parish(or  part)  Approx.  No.  of  Houses.  Total  Cost 


Allerby  & Oughterside 

Above  Derwent 

Blindbothel 

Borrowdale 

Bassenthwaite 

Bridekirk 

Brigham  (and  Broughton  Cross) 

Broughton 

Broughton  Moor 

Blindcrake 

Bothel  & Threapland 

Buttermere 

Crosscan  on  by 

Camerton 

Dearham 

Dean 

Embleton 

Gilcrux 


£ 

s 

d 

•74 

104 

0 

2 

320 

267 

3 

8 

22 

22 

•9 

4 

125 

ISO 

3 

b 

112 

45 

18 

9 

1 1 1 

106 

•3 

3 

217 

63 

•7 

2 

353 

105 

16 

2 

233 

no 

12 

1 1 

58 

73 

1 1 

10 

88 

59 

•7 

I 

48 

9« 

•9 

6 

262 

141 

4 

10 

fio 

33 

9 

5 

564 

37.3 

•7 

8 

219 

95 

1 1 

1 

47 

30 

0 

0 

80 

70 

7 

I 

i6 


Greysouthen 

>34 

65 

0 

0 

Great  Clifton 

354 

123 

18 

0 

Little  Clilton  aod  Bridgefuot 

>3« 

75 

8 

0 

Lorton 

92 

95 

I 

2 

Loweswater 

48 

47 

10 

7 

Papcastle 

87 

i3> 

9 

5 

Plumbland 

138 

72 

15 

0 

St.  Johns-in-the-Vale 

132 

125 

0 

0 

Seaton 

740 

280 

7 

9 

Setmurthy 

21 

7 

10 

0 

Underskiddaw 

97 

110 

2 

6 

Winscales  (Furnace  Row) 

33 

68 

7 

3 

Wythop 

16 

7 

10 

0 

Totals 

5'23 

/3157 

a 

10 

SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 

The  inclusive  summary  of  work  clone  by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors, 
in  accordance  wiLih  Article  19  of  the  Sanitary  Officers’  Order,  1926, 
will  be  found  at  the  end  of  this  report  (commencing  on  page 
29. 


Duties  additional  to  the  normal  routine  continued  to  be 
undertaken  as  a I'esult  of  *Post-War  conditions. 

I again  record  my  appreciation  of  the  friendly  co-operation  of 
the  Council’s  staff  as  a whole,  and  especially  that  of  the  two 
very  assiduous  Sanitary  Inspectors,  Mr.  G.  Nelson  and  Mr.  R. 
Mather.  I am,  also,  again  indeibted  to  Mr.  Nelson,  Chief  Sanitary 
Inspector,  for  his  truly  invaluable  assistance  in  the  compilation  of 
my  anmuial  report. 

SHOPS  ACT,  1934. 

There  wei’e  124  shops  on  the  register  and  145  inspections  made. 

FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937  .and  1948. 

The  following  table  shows  the  position  in  this  district  at  the 
end  of  1949  ; — 

Premises.  Number  Inspec- 

on  Regi.ster  tions 
(i.)  Factories  in  which 
secs.  1 , 2,  3,  4 & 6 are 
to  be  enforced  by  Local 
Authorities  38  77 

(ii.)  Factories  not  included 
in  (i.)  in  which  Sec.  7 
is  enforced  by  Local 
Authority  ...  39  4° 

(iii.)  Other  premises  in  which 
Sec.  7 is  enforced  by 
Local  Authority  (exclud- 
ing out-workers'  premises')  — — 

Totals  77  117  2 2 2 

(Section  1 refers  to  cleanliness.  2 to  nvercrowdine:,  3 to  temperature, 

4 to  ventilation,  6 to  drainage  of  floors,  and  7 to  Sanitary  conveniences) 


Written  Defects  Defects 
Notices.  Found  Remedied 
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As  vegaixis  Sections  110  and  111  relating  to  Outwork  tihere  are 
two  outworkers,  the  nature  of  their  work  being  in  connection  with 
wearing  apparel. 

HOLIDAY  CAMPING. 

14  Oajnping  licences  were  issaied  (10  fo)'  Ciainiping  Sites  and  4 
for  Individual  Caravans.) 

Experience  shows  that  the  provisions  in  the  Public 
Health  Aot,  1936,  have  remained  inadequate  for  the  satisfactory 
administration  of  this  branch  of  public  health  duties. 

Housing. 


PLANS  PASSED 

(a)  New  Dwellinghouses  158  ''incluiding  144  N.E.H.A.) 

(b)  Enlargement  or  renovation  of  dwelling  houses,  29. 

(c)  Other  buildings  (including  9 neAV  dairy  cowsheds),  85. 

15  Private  Houses,  82  N.E.H.A.  and  0 at  Calva  Estate,  Seaton 
for  the  Council  were  compleced  during  the  year. 

There  has  been  no  diminution  of  the  difficulties  in  connectaon 
with  Housing  Repairs  in  general,  the  principal  difficulties  being 
shortage  of  building  labour  and  materials,  and  concentration  on 
the  erection  of  new  houses.  Added  to  these  is  the  financial  diffi- 
culty of  owners  who  arc  faced  with  post-wiar  high  costs  of  repairs, 
ljut  rents  restricted  to  a pre-war  basis. 

Nevertheless  evei-y  endeaAmur  has  beien  made  to  deal  ■with 
urgent  cases  as  ■will  be  seen  by  the  Sanitaiw  Inspector’s  summary 
at  the  end  of  this  report  where  it  is  recorded  that  rep'airs  were 
carried  out  to  190  houses. 

43  licences  were  issued  for  repairs  and  necessary  improve- 
ments. 

POST  WAR  HOUSING  PROGRAMME  AND  PROGRESS. 

In  consequence  of  shortage  of  building  labour  and  miaterials 
in  the  Country  and  with  the  object  of  a fair  distribution,  the 
Ministry  of  Health  put  into  operation  a syatem  of  allocation  ''or 
rationing)  in  connection  with  the  erection  of  new  houses. 

The  allocation  in  1949  for  this  district  was  100,  and  no  private 
building  allowed. 

The  siting  of  these  100  houses  was  arranged  las  follows: — 
Great  Clifto-n  44,  Brigham  30.  Broughton  12,  Underskiddaw 
(Applethwaite)  4,  Blindcrake  4,  Allerby  2,  Ci’osscanonby  2 and 
Gilcrux  2. 

At  the  time  of  going  to  print  the  above  housies  have  been  com- 
pleted and  occupied. 
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It  is  a loleosure  to  again  refea-  to  the  excelleiht  work  done 
through  the  Council  in  connection  with  postwar  housing  work. 
In  spite  of  all  difficulties  to  have  completed  some  400  houses  by  the 
end  of  1949  in  14  ddlferent  Parishes  is  no  mean  achievement.  It 
has  given  the  occupants  better  and  healthier  living  conditions 
which  are  bound  to  have  resulted  in  much  happiness. 

For  the  benefit  of  Members  and  others  interested  a summary 
of  the  Councdrs  housing  activities  is  set  out  l^elow  in  I'espect  of 
houses  built  by  oir  for  the  Council,  including  the  N.E.H.  Assoc, I- 
ation  up  to  March,  1950 : — 

Houses  built  Pre-War  (i.e.  between  the  two  world  wars): — 

Seaton  64,  Great  Clifton  7J,  Broughton  32,  Belle  Vue  8, 


Oughterside  12,  Brailhwaite  10 202 

Houses  built  during  the  war: — 

Seaton  50,  Great  Clifton  70,  Dearham  40.  Broughlon 
Moor  32,  Grosby  2.  Plumbland  2,  Pardshaw  2 198 


Post-Wiar  houses  completed  : — 

Crosby  20,  Broughton  Moor  32,  Dearham  78,  Little  Clifton  32, 
Brigham  16  , Bothel  12,  Bassenthwaite  14,  Deanscale.s  6, 
Seaton  116.  Camerton  6,  Plumbland  20,  Broughton  30, 
Blindcrake  4,  Oughterside  4 400 

Summary  of  tenants  selected  for  the  above  400  houses  were  as 
follows : — 

2 District  Nurses  for  whom  special  houses  with  garages  were 
provided. 

18  Aged  persons,  special  bungalows. 

15  Board  of  Trade  key  workers. 

136  Mtners. 

46  Agricultural  workers. 

183  Various  other  occupations. 


400 


Note: — Included  in  the  above  selections  are  134  ex-servicemen. 

Houses  in  course  of  ereiction  (March  1950) : — 

Great  Clifton  44,  Broughton  6,  Brigham  30,  Crosscanonby  2, 
Gilcrux  2,  Applethwaite  4,  Greysouthen  12  100 

There  has  been  a welcome  improvement  in  the  internal  design 
and  arrangements  of  the  mo-re  recently  built  houses  as  compared 
with  the  earlier  post-war  schemes.  A comparable  improvement 
in  the  standard  of  workni  '-n.ship  would  also  be  welcome. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  negotdatioms  were  in  progress  in  respect 
of  sites  for  further  houses  in  the  1950  allocation. 
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HOUSING  ACT  1949. 

The  above  Act  received  lloyal  Assent  on  .the  30tih  July,  1949. 
Amongst  its  .several  important  provisions,  is  the  ramoval  of  certain 
rei'erences  to  the  ‘Working  Classes’  in  the  Housing  Act,  1936, 
which  now  means  Local  Authorities  may  take  account  of  the 
housing  conditions  ^a^nd  housing  needs  of  all  memben'S  of  the  com- 
munity. 


Under  part  11  of  the  Act  provision  is  made  for  financial  assist- 
ance towards  improvement  of  housing  .accoramodation  by  public 
bodies  or  piivate  persons.  Section  20  states  that  no  application 
for  an  improvement  grant  .shall  be  entertained  unless  the  cost  of 
improveiinent  is  neither  less  than  £100  per  house  (or  such  other 
amount  as  may  for  the  rime  being  be  prescribed)  nor  more  than 
£600  or  such  other  amount  as  may  for  the  time  .being  be  pre- 
scribed. 


Since  the  late  war  some  such  provisions  have  been  anticipated 
in  order  to  take  the  place  of  the  Housing  (Kural  Workers)  Act, 
1926,  which  had  expired,  and  in  fact,  ilural  Authorities  had  been 
requested  by  the  Ministry  to  have  surveys  made  in  their  districts 
and  to  classify  the  houses,  setting  out  the  numbers  in  need  of 
repair  and  improvement. 


The  standard  of  improvement  set  out  under  the  new  Act  is 
f'Hiiy  high  'and  with  building  costs  at  such  a high  level  it  is  per- 
haps njot  surprising  that  there  has  been  no  rush  of  applicants  for 
grants,  in  fq^pt  up  to  the  end  of  1949  no  actual  applications  had 
been  received. 


Housing  Appendix. 

STATISTICS. 


1.  Inspection  of  Dwelling-houses  during  the  year  ; — 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for 

housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing 
Acts  332 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  544 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under 

sub-head  (1)  above)  which  were  inspected  and 
recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolidation  Reg- 
ulations. 1925  and  1932  (Brought  up  to  date)  0 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  0 
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(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a state  so 
dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 
human  habitation 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those 
referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-heading)  found 
not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human 
habitation 

2 Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  year  without  service  of  formal 
Notices  : — 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in  conse- 
quence of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority  or  their 
Officers 

3.  Action  under  'Statutory  Powers  during  the  year  : — 

(:i)  Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10,  and  16  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1936— 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 
notices  were  served  requiring  repairs 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered 
fit  after  service  of  formal  notices  : — 

(a)  By  owners 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners 

(b)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  : — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 
notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be 
remedied 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were 
remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices : — 

(a)  By  owners 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners 

(c)  Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  13  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1936:— 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 
Demolition  Orders  were  made 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pur- 
suance of  Demolition  Orders 

(d)  Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936; — 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 
room.s  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 

made 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  undergroimd 
rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
determined,  the  tenement  or  room  having  been 
rendered  fit 


27 

305 

190 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

0 

0 

7 

0 

0 


Food. 

MILK  SUPPLY. 


The>re  were  596  registered  dairy  premises,  and  of  this  number 
tihe  occupiers  mtay  be  classified  as  f ollows  : 413  producers  and 

wholesalers  of  milk,  58  producers  and  retailers,  6 retail  purveyors, 
and  119  pix)ducers  and  istock-’rearevs. 

561  inspections  wea-e  earned  out. 

Under  tihe  Milk  and  Dairies  Order,  1926,  12  registered  premise.s 
were  improved  (including  one  new  cowshed). 

In  this  distiict  76  producers  held  licences  for  tihe  production  of 
milk  under  ‘Special  Designations’  as  follows- 

70  Tuberculin  Tested  and  6 Accredited. 

Last  year’s  figures  were : — 

52  Tuberculin  Tested  and  13  Accredited. 

This  show’s  that  a further  numbe-r  of  producers  have  ‘stepped  up’ 
to  the  higher  gu’-ade. 

The  Milk  Marketing  Board  continues  to  cdlledt  a large  quantity 
of  milk  daily  from  this  district. 

The  Council  continued  to  co-operate  "with  the  County  Council  in 
the  scheme  of  the  latter  for  general  milk  sampling,  including 
Designated,  School  and  Ungraded  Milk,  but  this  ended  wh'en  the 
new  Milk  and  Dailies  Be.gulations  came  into  openaitioin  on  the  1st. 
October,  1949. 

The  Council’s  Sanitary  Officers  have  taken  during  this  year  a 
total  of  279  samples,  of  which  92  (or  apprordmately  33  per  cent) 
were  unsatisfactory  from  a cleanliness  istandpoint. 

Result  of  the  Laboratory  (Cumbeiiand)  examination  of  Milk 
Samples,  1949  : — 


Designation 

Satisfactory 

Unsatisfactory 

Totals 

T.T. 

129 

67 

196 

Accredited 

39 

15 

54 

Ungraded 

19 

10 

29 

Totals 

187 

92 

279 

One  of  the  above  samples  was  reported  as  containing  tubercle 
bacilli,  and  appropiiiate  action  was  taken  by  the  Veterinary  Staff 
of  tihe  Ministry  of  Agiiculture  and  Fisheries. 

Note  : In  the  above  table  are  included  20  School  Milk  Samples,  of 
which  5 come  in  the  unsatisfactory  group. 
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In  the  Sanitiaa-y  InspecLoa-’s  sunima,ry  of  work  at  the  end  of  this 
report' refergnoe  is  made  to  the  number  of  'Structural  improvements 
(,12)  which  have  been  cariued  out  includdnig  1 new  dairy  cowshed. 

There  was  still  an  upwiard  trend  in  improveanents’  to  premises 
and  conditions  under  whidh  milk  is  produced  and  the  inca’'ease  in 
numbers  of  producers  of  Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  to  70  as  compared 
wi'th  52  the  previous  year  is  worthy  of  note. 

In  this  work  the  .joint  inspections  and  co-opea-ation  of  the 
Veterinary  Staff  of  the  Mimstry  of  Agriculture  have  continued  to 
be  harmonious  and  helpful  'and  I atn  indebted  to  Mr  John  Reid, 
tlie  Divisional  Inspector  of  the  Minis ti-y,  for  his  yearly  return 
ta  'nil’  one  this  time)  of  figures  relating  to  the  eradication  of 
tuberculous  bovines ; — 


Particulars  of  Animals  slaughtered  under  the  Tuberculosis 
Order  of  1938,  from  premises  registered  in  the  Cockermouth 
Rural  District,  during  the  year,  1949. 


Total  number  of  Animals  Slaughtered  . . 0 

CoWs  in  Milk  . . . . 0 

Other  Cows  or  Heifers  . . . • 0 

Other  Bovine  Animals  . . 0 

Types  of  Disease  found  on  post-  mortem. 

Tuberculosis  of  Udder  . . 0 

Tuberculosis  with  Emaciation  . . 0 

Tuberculosis  wifti  Chronic  Cough  and  showing 

definite  Clinical  signs  . . 0 


MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS. 

Since  January,  1940,  'all  slaughtering  in  private  slaughter 
houses  W'as  suspended  by  the  Ministry  of  Food  as  a war-time 
measure  and  ail  slaughtemng  is  being'  carried  on  in  regional 
slaughter-houses. 

Private  slaughiter-liouses  in  the  district  have  therefore  only 
been  usedias  meat  stores  and  for  making-up  purposes,  the  butchers 
’'eoedving  their  supplies  of  meat  from  Maryport  Abattoir. 

_ By  arrangemenit  ivith'  the  Maryport  Urban  District  Council 
assistance  continues  to  be  rendered,  as  and  when  required, 
iu  the  work  of  meat  inspection  at  the  Maryport  Abattoir  by  the 
appropriate  officials  of  this  (C.R.D.)  Council. 

In  addition,  97  inspectio'ns  have  been  made  of  meat  stores  in 
the  disitri'Ot. 
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_A  list  of  artdeles  of  food  condonincid  wail  be  seen  in  the 
Seoiitary’s  Inspeetor’s  lleport  on  Page  30. 

BAKEHOUSES 

There  are  7 registered  bakehouses  in  the  diatiict.  42 
inspections  were  made  during  the  year  but  no  serious  defects 
found. 

ICE  CREAM:— 

Registered  Premises  for  manufacture  or  sale  ....  15 

Inspectiions  made  , 35 

Prevalence  of,  and  Control  over  Infectious 

Diseases. 

Notifiable  Infectious  Diseases. — The  total  numbei’  oi 
Infectious  Diseases  notified  dining  1949  in  the  Cockermouth  Rural 
District,  including  Pulmonary  and  other  forms  of  Tuberculosis, 
was  96.  Excluding  Measles  and  Whoeping  Couglh  (vide  post) 
the  nmnber  was  40.  (The  figure  for  1948  was  43.) 


NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES,  1949. 


Disease 


Total  cgses  Cases  notified  Deaths 
notified  1949  admitted  of  1949  notified 
in  C.R.D.  to  hospital  cases 


Small-pox 
Diphtheria 
Scarlet  Fever 

Enteric  Fever  (including  nil 


0 

0 

2 


0 

0 

2 


0 

0 

0 


Para-typhoid) 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 
Pneumonia  (all  forms) 
Erysipelas 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 
Cerebro  Spinal  Meningitis 


Ac.  Poliomyelitis 
Encephalitis  Lethargica 
Measles 

Whooping  Cough 
Dysentery  (Sonne) 


0 

1 

12 

3 

0 

0 

1 

0 

31 

25 

0 


0 

1 

4 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 


0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 


Tuberculosis  : — 
Pulmonary 


Males  8 
Females  11 
Males  1 
Females  i 


0 (San.) 

3 

0 (Hosp.) 
0 


2 

2 

0 

0 


Non-Pulmonary 
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The  following  table  gives  the  age  incidence  of  each  disease 
notified  in  this  district  during  the  year 


Cases  notified  in  1949. 


Ages — years 


Notifiable  Disease. 

m 

8 

E 

►1 

< 

M 

u 

to 

0 

30 

30 

30 

TJ 

to 

1 

7 

1 

1 

< 

3 

J_ 

1 

9% 

1 

to 

1 

T 

0 

S 

30 

to 

30 

Scarlet  Fever 

2 

1 

I 

Pneumonia 

12 

1 

I 

2 

1 

2 

I 

2 

Measles 

3* 

3 

5 

4 

3 

s 

10 

I 

Whooping  Cough 

35 

4 

5 

1 

7 

I 

5 

I 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

1 

1 

Erysipelas 

Ac.  Poliomyelitis. 

3 

1 

I 

1 

2 

Tuberculosis — 
Pulmonary  M. 

8 

1 

2 

3 

2 

F. 

1 1 

1 

8 

I 

1 

Non-Pulmonary  M. 

1 

I 

F. 

I 

I 

Ages  at  death 

during  the  year 

Pneumonia 

I 

I 

Tuberculosis — 
Pulmonary  M.  . . 

2 

1 

I 

r. 

2 

2 

Non-Pulmonary  M.  ... 

F.  ... 

I 65  & upwardk. 
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Table  ghowiiig  monthly  incidence  of  notifiaJble  diseases,  1949 : 


DiseMe  Jan 

Scarlet  Fever 

Diphtheria 

Pneumonia 

(all  forms)  2 
Erysipelas  1 

Measles  7 

Whoop.  Cough  9 
Ac.  Poliomyelitis 
Puerparal  Pyrexia 
Typhoid  Fever 

Tuberculosis  : 


Feb  Mar  Apr  May  Jun 
I 1 


• 4 » 

1 

13  6 3 I 

4 3 3 


J’ly 


2 


Aug  Sep  Oct  Nov  Deo. 

— a 

— o 

I a I — 13 

• — 3 

> —3* 

1 a I — 25 

— I 
— I 

— o 


Pulmonary  i 4 2 

Other  Forms  2 


3 4 4 


—19 


— a 


From  notifioations  received  it  is  deduced  that  1 in  evea’y  493 
persons  in  this  district  oontracted  a disease  notifiable  under  the 
Infectious  Diseases  Notification  Act  (Chickenipox,  Measles  and 
Whooping  Cough  excluded)  and  Tuberculosis  Regulations.  (In 
1948  the  figures  were  1 in  454). 

(Vide  Post  re  Measles  and  Whooping  Cough) 

There  were  no  notifications  of  Diphtheria  during  1949. 


The  case  rate  of  Diphtheria  per  1,000  of  the  population  was 
therefore  nil — ithe  same  as  for  1948.  The  corresponding  rate  for  all 
England  and  Wales  was  0.04. 

The  Diphtheria  death  rate  per  1,000  of  the  population  wias  nil. 
the  same  as  for  1948,  7,  6,  and  5.  The  rate  (1949)  for  England  and 
Wales  was  0.00. 

The  immunisation  campaign  against  Ddphthea’ia  wias  contin- 
ued as  before  (still  entailing,  a gi’eat  _ deal  of  unseen 
work)  most  of  the  actual  inoculations  again  being  given  by  me  at 
the  local  public  elementary  schools  and  at  Cockermouth  School 
Clinic ; cooperation  of  local  Medical  Practitioners,  Head 
Teachers,  the  various  District  Nurses,  and  in  particular,  the 
County  Health  Visitor,  Miss  Honi,  is  hereby  gratefully 
acknowledged. 

According  to  figures  kindly  supplied  by  the  Divisional  Medical 
OlRcer,  during  the  year  under  review  163'  public  elementary  school 
children  from  5 to  14  years  of  age,  and  327  infants  under  5 years 
old  were  given  pnmaj:y  injections  (two  at  intervals  of  a few 
weeks). 

479  children  received  a single  re-inforcing  dose  (these  are 
children  who  received  the  two  primary  doses  4 to  5 years'  pre- 
viously). 
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Regarding  Scarlet  Fever  there  were  only  two  cases,  and  they 
were  mild  in  type  (1948 — 20).  Vide  distribution  table,  page  28- 
Roth  were  removed  to  Hospital  and  both  recovered,  so  that  th(j 
death  rate  from  Scarlcit  h’ ever  was  again  nil. 

The  case  rate  of  Scarlet  Fever  per  1,000  of  the  population  was 
accordingly  .10  as  compared  with  1.02  for  1948.  (The  correspond 
ing  rate  for  E/nigland  and  Wales  was  1.63,  and  death  rate  .00). 

There  being  no  notification  of  Typhoid  or  Para-Typhoid  Fevers 
their  .case  lates  and  death  rates  were  respectively  nil  per  1,000  of 
the  population.  (For  England  and  Wales  in  1949  the  Typhoid 
and  Para-Typhoid  case  rates,  were  each  .01,  whilst  the  coanBaned 
death  rate  of  these  two  fevei's  was  0.00). 

Twelve  cases  of  Pneumonia  were  notified,  and  11  of  these 
i-ccovered.  The  registered  deaths  from  this  dis'case  (all  fonms) 
numbered  4. 

One  case  of  Acute  Poliomyelitis  was  notified — that  of  a youth 
in  the  narish  of  Seaton  in  June.  There  were  no  further  notifica- 
tions of  this  disease  during  the  year. 

Gerebro-sipinal  Meningitis,  Encephalitis,  Lethargica,  Ophthal- 
mia Neonatorum,  and  Dysentery  (Sonne). — No  notifications. 

One  notification  of  Puerperal  Pyrexia  was  received.  (N.B. — 

This  term  includes  Puerperal  Fevei')- 

The  case  rate  for  Puerperal  Pyrexia  is  better  expressed  in 
relation  to  the  number  of  births  registered  rather  than  to  the 
population.  MTien  calculated  on  this  ba.sis  the  rate  was  2.8  per 
1,000  total  'births  (i.e.  live  and  still  births)  as  compared  mth  2.0 
in  1948.  The  (’Orres]>onding  rate  for  all  England  and  Wales  was 
6.31. 

No  maternal  death  was  recorded,  so  that  the  Maternal 
Mortality  (all  causes)  rate  was  therefore  nil  per  1,000  total  (Jive 
and  still)  births,  the  same  'a®  for  1948. 

Tuberculosis. — Under  the  Tuiberculoisis  Regidations  19  cases  of 
Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  (8  males  and  11  females)  and  2 of  Other 
Forms  of  Tuberculosis  (1  male  and  1 female)  were  notified  during 
the  year  under  review.  This  number  excludes  transfers  inward 
from  H,M.  Forces  and  elsewhere — viz.  2 males  and  2 females,  pul- 
monary. Of  those  notified  during  the  year  three  pulmonary  cases 
(all  females)  were  admitted  to  Sanatorium.^  whilst  4 died  (2  males 
and  2 females,  pulmonary).  Among  previously  notified  land  in- 
ward transfer  cases  (and  includin.e:  re-admittances)  6 cases  (3  males 
and  3 females,  pulmonary)  weire  admitted  to  'Sanatorium. 

A statement  regarding  the  total  deaths  from  Tuberculosis  will 

be  found  on  page  11. 


The  following 

table 

gives  the 

number 

of 

new 

cases  and 

.Mortality  (alii  cases) 

Now  Cases 

Death* 

1949 

Non- 

Noo- 

Reepiratory 

Respiratory 

Respiratory 

Respimtory 

Age 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M F 

Under  1 yeer 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— — 

1—6 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 1 

6—10 

10—16 

16-30 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— — 

2 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— — 

30—36 

S 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— — 

J6-36 

3 

6 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 1 

36—46 

— 

1 

— 

1 

4 

1 

— — 

46-60 

1 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

66-06 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— — 

16— nnd  upward*  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— — 

Totals 

8 

11 

1 

1 

7 

6 

1 2 

The  number  of 

oases 

on 

the  Tuberculosis  Register  at  the  end 

of  1949  was  as  follows  ; 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Pulmonary 

. .. 

45 

42 

87 

Non-pulmonary 

12 

9 

21 

All  Cases 

57 

51 

108 

Non-Notifiable 

Acute 

Infectious 

Disease 

— The  prevalance  of 

Influenza  was  not  unduly  marked.  Three  deaths  were  attributed 
to  this  disease — 1 each  in  Bullgill,  Broughton  Gross  and  Tallantire 
•-equivalent,  tlhea’efore,to  an  influenza  death  rate  of  .15  per  1,000 
of  the  population  as  compared  with  .10  in  1948.  The  rate  for 
England  and  Wales  (1949)  was  0.15  also. 

Re  Measles  and  Whooping  Cough  ((which  both  became  notifi- 
able as  from  1st.  November,  1939)-^see  monthly  incidenoe  table 
page  25. — Measles  was  epidemic  again  in  1949.  According  to 
Measles  notifications  received  nine  painshes  were  affected — 
Broughton  Moor  12,  Plumbland  1,  I.ittle  Clifton  3,  Allerby  and 
Oughterside  2,  Biidgefoot  1,  Seaton  8,  Dean  2,  Dearham  1,  Win- 
soales  1 — Notifications  totalling  31.  Notified  Whooping  Cough  cases 
occuircd  in  seven  pari.shes,  there  being  twenty-five  notifioations-  - 
Plumbland  6,  Seaton  4,  Dearlham  1,  (Treat  Clifton  3',  Oughterside 
7,  Bo-rrowdaie  2 and  Above  Derwent  2. 

The  case  rates  of  Measles  and  Whooping  Cough  (as  per  nctti- 
fications  received)  were  respectively  1.5  and  1.2  per  1,900  of  the 
])opuliation,  as  compared  with  8.95  and  2.39  for  all  England  and 
Wales, 


28 


No  death  oocurred  fwin  Measles,  but  one  was  attributed  (R.G) 
to  , Whooping  Cougih  ; the  deatli  rate  per  1,000  of  the  population  for 
oach  disease,  respectively,  being  therefore  nil  land  .05,  as  com- 
pared with  0.01  and  0.01  in  Eilgland  and  Wales. 

Hospital  accommodation  as  provided  by  the  West  Cumberland 
Joint  Hospital  Board  for  infections  diseases  remains  unaltered. 

SCHOOL  CLOSURES. 

During  1949  no  public  elementary  school  in  the  Cockermouth 
Rural  District  was  closed  on  account  if  Infectious  Disease. 


The  following  table  shows  the  incidence  of  Diphtheria,  Scarlet 
Fever,  and  Typhoid  Fever  in  the  various  parishes : — 


>949’ 

Pariah.  Diphtheria 

Above  Derwent  ...  ...  — 

Allerby  and  Oughteraide  ...  — 

Baisenthwaite  ...  ...  — 

Bcwaldeth,  Ac.  ...  ...  — 

Blindcrake,  incl.  Isel  Old  Park 

and  Sunderland  ...  — 

Bothel  and  Threapland  ...  — 

Bridekirk  (incl.  Dovenby 

and  Tallantire)  — 

Gt.  and  Lt.  BrouRhton  ...  — 

Broughton  Moor 

Blindbothel  incl.  Mosaer  A Whinfell 
Borrowdale  ...  ...  — 

Brigham  ...  ...  ...  — 

Buttermera  incl.  Brackenthwaite  — 

Camerton,  incl.  Ribton  ...  — 

Great  Clifton  ...  ...  — 

Little  Clitton  ...  ...  — 

Crosacanonby  ...  ...  — 

Dearham  ...  ...  ...  — 

Dean,  incl.  Eagleifield  Ac.  ...  — 

Erableton  ...  ...  ...  — 

Gilcrux  ...  ...  ...  — 

Greysouthen  ...  ...  ...  — 

Lorton  ...  ...  ...  — 

Loweswater  and  Mockerkin 
Papcaatle  ...  ...  — 

Plumbland,  Ac.  ...  ...  — 

Seaton  ...  ...  — 

St.  John'a-in-the-Vale  ...  — 

Setmurthy  ...  ...  ...  — 

Underakiddaw,  incl.  Skiddaw  — 

Winscalea  ...  — 

Wythop  ...  ...  ...  — 

Totals o 


Typhoid  and 
Scarlet  Para-typhoid 

Fever.  Fever. 


I 

I 


2 


O 
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Summary  supplied  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  to  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  in  pursuance  of  Article  27  (18)  of  the  Sanitary  Officers’  (Outside 

London)  Regulations,  1935. 

Sanitary  Inspectori’  Summary  for  the  year  ending 
December  31st,  1949 


NUISANCES:— 

Complaints  Received  . . 97 

Nuisances  observed  . . 231 

Nuisances  abated  165 

Nuisances  unabated  or  work  in  hand  . . 66 

Sanitahy  convenjiencejs  repaired  . . 31 

Drains  tested  46 

New  drains  laid  and  tested  . . 37 

New  gully  traps  fixed  . . 39 

New  chambers  constructed  . . 14 

Septic  tanks  and  filters  constructed  (private)  14 

New  water  closets  fixed  . . 9 

CONTROL  OF  CIVIL  BUILDING:— 

Licenses  issued  respecting  essential  repairs  to  dwellinghouses  43 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES:— 

Visits  to  infectious  cases  . . 8 

Patients  removed  to  Isolation  Hospital  . . 3 

Houses  disinfected  ..  18 

WATER  SUPPLIES:— 

Houses  visited  with  special  reference  to  water  supplies  68 
Houses  provided  with  supplies  from  public  mains 

(including  new  houses)  95 

Old  connections  and  service  pfpes  renewed  . . . 63 

Samples  of  water  taken  for  analysis  (see  page  13)  5 

Houses  provided  with  new  supplies  (private)  . . 4 

HOUSING:— 

Houses  inspected  under  the  Housing  Acts  . . 123 

Number  of  inspections  made  . . 141 

Number  of  houses  found  to  be  in  a state  so  dangerous  or 

injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation  27 
Houses  with  structural  or  other  defects  (exclusive  of  item  3)  96 

Houses,  defects  remedied  . . 12 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pursuance 

of  demolition  orders  . . 7 

Houses  inspected  under  the  Public  Health  Acts  2^9 

Number  of  visits  made  under  the  Public  Health  Acts  403 

Number  of  houses  with  defects  . . 209 

Number  of  houses  with  defects  repaired  . . 
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CAMPING:— 

Licences  issued  under  P.H.A.  1936  (Section  269)  (Including 
renewals)  Camping  Sites  10,  Individual  Moveable  ’ 
Dwellings  4 . . 14 

Visits  of  inspection  . . 43 

SEWERING:— 

Inspections  (including  interviews  with  owners  of 
properties)  regarding  the  provision  of  new  sanitary 
arrangements  and  drainage  connections  . . 220 

Private  drains  connected  to  public  sewers  . . 91 

Privies  converted  to  water  carriage  system  . . 77 

New  water  closets  built  . . 37 

New  GuUy  traps  fixed  . . 156 

New  chambers  constructed  . . 54 

DAIRIES  AND  COlWSHEDS:— 

On  the  register  at  the  end  of  September  1949  (Producers 
and  Wholesalers  413.  Producers  and  Retailers  58, 

Retail  Purveyors  6,  Producers  and  Stock-rearers  119)  596 

Visits  of  inspection  . . 561 

Number  of  registered  premises  (including  1 new 

cowshed)  structuraly  improved  ..  12 

Samples  of  millt  taken  for  Bacteriological  Analysis 

(see  table  page  21)  (92  were  unsatisfactory  as  to 

cleanliness)  . . 279 

SLAUGHTER  HOUSES  AND  MEAT  INSPECTION:— 

Number  of  slaughter  houses  on  the  register  (now  used  as 

meat  stores)  . . 15 

Number  of  licenced  slaughtermen  . . 63 

Inspections  made  . . 97 

Condemned  in  private  traders’  shops  or  stores; 

7581bs.  of  Vegetable  pickles 
461bs.  of  bacon. 

391bs.  of  cream  filling 
1 tin  (lOlbs.)  of  whole  apricots 
9 tins  14^oz.  each)  of  Evaporated  Milk 
5 tins  (2^1bs.  each)  of  Grapes 

1 tin  (2ilbs.)  of  Pears 

24  tins  of  Tomato  Juice. 

5 tin  of  Beans 

2 tins  of  Peas 

191bs.  4oz.  of  Tinned  Luncheon  Meat 
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FACTORIES:— 

On  the'  register  at  the  end  of  the  year  . . 77 

Visits  of  inspection  . . 121 

SHOPS  ACT,  1934:— 

Registered  premises  . . 124 

Visits  of  inspection  . . 139 

BAKEHOUSES:— 

On  the  register  . . 7 

Visits  of  inspection  . . 47 

ICE  CREAM:— 

Registered  premises  for  manufacture  and  sale  . . 3 

Registered  premises  for  sale  only  . . 12 

Inspections  . . 35 

SCAVENGING:— 

Foul  ashpits  reported  and  cleansed  (private)  . . 6 

Number  of  houses  from  which  refuse  is  removed  by 

by  Council’s  contractors  and  Direct  Service  4883 

NOTICES:— 

Under  the  Public  Health  Acts  (Inttmatory)  . . 310 

Under  the  Public  Health  Acts  (Statutory)  . . 3 

Under  the  Housing  Acts  (Intimatory)  . . 57 

Under  the  Housing  Acts  (Statutofy(  ..  0 

Under  the  Milk  and  Dairies  Order,  1926  (Intimatory)  345 

Under  the  Milk,  and  Dairies  Order,  1926  (Statutory)  0 

GEORGE  NELSON,  M.S.I.A., 

Senior  Sanitary  and  Housing  Inspector. 
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